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LGA Annual Conference and Exhibition 2013  

 
Purpose of report  

  

For information.  

 

 

Summary 

 

This report updates office holders on progress to date on the LGA Annual Conference, taking 

place in Manchester from 2-4 July 2013.  

 

 

 

Recommendation 

 

This report is for information and overview.  

 

Action 

 

As directed by Members.   

 

 

 

 

 

Contact officer:   David Holdstock  / Roberta Henry  

Position: Director of Communications  / Senior Events Organiser  

Phone no: 020 7664 3056 / 020 7664 3151  

E-mail: david.holdstock@local.gov.uk / roberta.henry@local.gov.uk  
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LGA Annual Conference and Exhibition 2013  

 

Background 

 

1. The LGA annual conference and exhibition is the Association’s showpiece event 

attracting over 1100 attendees from Local Government and the Local Government family, 

central Government, the private and voluntary sector, plus up to another 500 exhibitors, 

speakers and press.  The objectives of the LGA annual conference and exhibition are to: 

 

1.1. support the LGA’s lobbying and influencing agenda; 

 

1.2. showcase local authority best practice and offer solutions;  

 

1.3. provide an opportunity to profile the LGA’s lobbying, research, publications, and the 

work of the programme areas;  

 

1.4. support the LGA’s policy work and membership strategy and help to promote local 

government reputation; and 

 

1.5. raise income for the LGA. 

 

2. This year’s conference has been built strongly around the LGA business plan themes and 

is firmly established as ‘the Local Government event of the year’: 

 

2.1. Growth; 

 

2.2. Social care; 

 

2.3. Financial sustainability of councils; 

 

2.4. Welfare reform; and  

 

2.5. Independent local government. 

 

Conference programme and information  

 

3. The Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt MP has confirmed to close the conference and other political 

invitations have been extended to the Rt Hon Eric Pickles MP, the Rt Hon Nick Clegg 

MP, the Rt Hon Harriet Harman MP and the Rt Hon George Osborne MP.  
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4. Following an extensive review of the format and a number of recommendations from the 

Leadership Board, we have made the following revisions to the conference template: 

 

4.1. The conference programme includes more focussed streaming of the plenary, sub 

plenary and workshop sessions around the core priorities listed above.  This will 

assist delegates plan their conference week around priorities for them, and their 

communities.   

 

4.2. The number of concurrent workshop sessions will be limited to a maximum of 6 and 

in a number of places these will be limited to 3 or 4 big issues (sub plenary 

sessions).  

 

4.3. The improvement offer at the conference has been increased.  Built around an 

improvement zone, this will allow for drop in sessions, masterclasses and 

opportunities for councils to share best practice with each other.  As part of this, a 

series of ‘solution-based’ sessions where local authorities can showcase best 

practice under our main policy themes is also being put together.  

 

4.4. The General Assembly will close/conference will open with a keynote speech by the 

Chairman of the Association launching the New Model for Local Government. 

 

4.5. The international dimension at the conference is being improved, with an invite to 

Martine Aubry, Mayor of Lille, daughter of Jacques Delors and previous leader of 

France's Socialist Party.  Delegates will have an opportunity to hear how she has 

been able to keep investment and infrastructure investment coming into Lille during 

the economic downturn. 

 

4.6. Other keynote plenary sessions currently under development are (speaker names 

are suggestions, unless otherwise specified): 

 

4.6.1. Growth, Lord Heseltine. (confirmed) 

 

4.6.2. Funding, Rt Hon George Osborne MP. 

 

4.6.3. What good social care looks like, including Angela Rippon. (confirmed) 

 

4.6.4. Public service reform panel or experts or Independent local government, Hilary 

Benn MP plus speaker from Denmark. 

 

4.6.5. The impact of cuts on communities, including Baroness Warsi. 

 

5. The working conference template and plenary, sub plenary sessions and 

workshops/fringes by theme are attached at Appendices A and B. 
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The audience 
 

6. In 2012, over 300 member authorities sent delegate(s) to the Annual Conference (in the 

main Leader, Deputy Leader or Group Leaders) and almost 200 Chief Executives were in 

attendance.  

 

7. Current delegate numbers are around 300 which are consistent with this time last year.  

 

8. Sessions are being programmed in order to engage groups such as Police and Crime 

Commissioners, Directors of Public Health and other key groups to offer incentive for 

them to attend all or specific parts of the event. 

 

9. The conference dedicated website (www.local.gov.uk/annual-conference) holds all of the 

conference updates and details.  

 
Finance, sponsorship, exhibition and launches 
 

10. The conference continues to generate the largest profit of all the events held across the 

Association – generating between £425,000 and £600,000 profit.  Conference fees have 

been frozen at £495 since last year when it was reduced from the previous year and is 

currently lower than it was five years ago.  We will continue to actively target those 

councils who have not attended the conference for the past few years in order to increase 

delegate numbers. 

 

11. The LGA will have an exhibition stand at the conference – used as a hub for any 

launches and for demonstrating new products highlighting our services, member benefits, 

key messages etc.  This is staffed by senior staff but will also have a strong 

communications team presence, and is an excellent opportunity for networking with 

members and showcasing member benefits. 

 

12. Work is on-going to achieve targets for exhibition and sponsorship which is proving more 

challenging this year.  We have a main conference sponsor – CCLA – and continue to 

develop relationships and opportunities. 

 

13. This year the main conference launch will be the New Model for Local Government and 

we will build in drop in sessions at the LGA exhibition stand once this has been launched 

to ‘continue the conversation’ and meet members and experts.  

 

Summary 
 

14. The conference provides an excellent platform for the Association to engage with a large 

portion of our membership.  It supports the Association’s lobbying and influencing agenda 

through political group meetings and key speeches.  It showcases local authority best 

practice to the wider sector through workshops, fringes, exhibition and case studies.  It 

offers opportunities to profile the Association’s new products, research and publications.  

http://www.local.gov.uk/annual-conference
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It allows us to profile the policy work undertaken by the Association, promote local 

government reputation and the wide ranging benefits of membership.  The event is a high 

profile opportunity for the lead members and senior staff to engage with the membership 

and partners.  


